Learning Inventory — 30-Minute Writing Sample Grades 1-9

The purpose of collecting a writing sample is to provide teachers with a quick snapshot
of alearner’s writing skills at a given moment. This is infended to be a quick write, not a
fully developed piece following the entire writing process. All students will respond to
the same writing style—personal writing—across grade levels.

Prompts may be based on a shared classroom experience, your own visuals, or one of
the two photo prompt sets provided to schools. A shared experience could include a
school or community connection (e.g., a forest walk, a field trip, school murals, or
buddy activities).

Procedure

Before Introducing the Topic:

» Consider a shared class, school, or community experience (e.g., forest walk, field trip,
murals, buddy activities, or district photo prompts).

* Take photos to display in the classroom.

* Infroduce precise vocabulary during the experience.

* Plan your guiding questions.

* Use a Sensory Brainstorm.

» Refer to Class Discussion Strategies in the Writing Framework or the District Writing
Sample Outline on Cowichan Learns.

Introducing the Topic

“Today you will write about (topic). We are going to do some different
activities to get ready to write.”

Use a class discussion strategy for whole class brainstorming. (See the Writing Framework
or District Writing Sample Outline.)

“You will have about 30 minutes to write about (topic). If you finish early,
you may re-read your work. You may begin.”

Provide a 5-minute warning before the end so students can wrap up their ideas.

For second language learners, you may provide up to 60 minutes and/or spread the
task over multiple days.

Note: This is a 30-minute writing sample and does not need to be proofread, edited, or
polished. Consider the aspects on the rubric from the lens of a draft piece of writing.




Accommodations

This writing sample is designed to be accessible to all learners. Any IEP
accommodations must be maintained. If using a scribe, the scribe must record only
what the student says - no adult prompting.

Universal supports include:

Extra time

Spell check

Repetition of instructions
Visual reminders
Graphic organizers

Marking

Rubrics are available to help teachers identify students’ writing strengths and areas for
growth.

Based on the BC Curriculum, these rubrics are available on the Learning
Inventories SharePoint.

Highlight statements that apply to the writing.

Use the rubrics for Assessment for Learning, to support students, and to identify
writing goals.

Collaborative marking with colleagues is encouraged.

Teacher Notes

Ensure any necessary electronic devices are charged and ready.

Prepare photos or prompts to display around the room.

Have chart paper or tools ready for the class brainstorm.

Provide 30 minutes of sustained writing time (or more for Immersion/IEP students).
Students may write with pen/pencil, word processing, or, if applicable, speech-
to-text tools.

Offer a 5-minute warning before the end.

Collect the writing samples and make copies if needed.

You may continue teaching and revising this sample after collecting the rough
draft.
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