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General Information
The writing sample is based on a personal narrative and is designed to be 
accessible to all learners. 

Prompts may be based on a shared classroom experience, your own visuals, 
or one of the two photo prompt sets provided to schools. A shared 
experience could include a school or community connection (e.g., a forest 
walk, a field trip, school murals, or buddy activities).

! ǊǳōǊƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ 
Grade expectations are approximate and learners progress at different rates.    
The rubric is helpful when identifying next steps for formative feedback.  
These rubrics can be found on Cowichan Learns.



CƻǊ aƻǊŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΧ
 
For more detailed information visit Cowichan Learns and 
our SD79 Writing Framework. 

Information includes:
Å Fall vs. Spring purpose for writing
Å Grade Level Personal Narrative Rubrics
Å Planning & organization tips
Å Classroom Discussion Strategies & links
Å Sample visual supports

https://cowichanlearns.ca/
https://sd79.sharepoint.com/sites/CowichanLearns/_layouts/15/embed.aspx?uniqueId=9a09b815-44b9-493d-a055-c56acbb12ca5&access_token=v1.eyJzaXRlaWQiOiJjMmJmM2Q3OC0yOGY1LTRlYjEtOTQ0MC1kMWU5ZWIxM2M0NzgiLCJhcHBfZGlzcGxheW5hbWUiOiJtaW5pT3JhbmdlIFNoYXJlUG9pbnQgLSBDb3dpY2hhbiBMZWFybnMiLCJuYW1laWQiOiJkNmI2OTE0MC1iMzk0LTQ4MGItYjAzMi1mMGQyZTk2ZDcwMmVAMmMwNjZiZDMtNjM1Yy00YzNlLThhZTktMWNjYTc1ZTIxYjRiIiwiYXVkIjoiMDAwMDAwMDMtMDAwMC0wZmYxLWNlMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwL3NkNzkuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb21AMmMwNjZiZDMtNjM1Yy00YzNlLThhZTktMWNjYTc1ZTIxYjRiIiwiZXhwIjoiMTc4MTI4ODk2OSJ9.CkAKDGVudHJhX2NsYWltcxIwQ0xDYnNkRUdFQUFhRmxsZldqSlpjalYyWlZWNWRqRkVOV3hGYVd0aVFVRXFBQT09CjIKCmFjdG9yYXBwaWQSJDAwMDAwMDAzLTAwMDAtMDAwMC1jMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMAoKCgRzbmlkEgI4ORILCPrZlPq7rqQ_EAUaDjIwLjE5MC4xNTQuMTYwKiwyUEN4SEJMcDY4OFRYaFFTU0d5TmNFU1A3RmhQeHpuT1RMZEx1Ym1rdDNJPTB1OAFCEKIc9A52IADQ2WtZjw-7allKEGhhc2hlZHByb29mdG9rZW56ATG6ARxhbGxzaXRlcy5yZWFkIGFsbHNpdGVzLndyaXRlyAEB.OSRTm0MqOWG7-8TefDDsKs2QES-aaxH7nmBgOZ_bgW4&nb=true
https://sd79.sharepoint.com/sites/CowichanLearns/_layouts/15/embed.aspx?uniqueId=9a09b815-44b9-493d-a055-c56acbb12ca5&access_token=v1.eyJzaXRlaWQiOiJjMmJmM2Q3OC0yOGY1LTRlYjEtOTQ0MC1kMWU5ZWIxM2M0NzgiLCJhcHBfZGlzcGxheW5hbWUiOiJtaW5pT3JhbmdlIFNoYXJlUG9pbnQgLSBDb3dpY2hhbiBMZWFybnMiLCJuYW1laWQiOiJkNmI2OTE0MC1iMzk0LTQ4MGItYjAzMi1mMGQyZTk2ZDcwMmVAMmMwNjZiZDMtNjM1Yy00YzNlLThhZTktMWNjYTc1ZTIxYjRiIiwiYXVkIjoiMDAwMDAwMDMtMDAwMC0wZmYxLWNlMDAtMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwL3NkNzkuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb21AMmMwNjZiZDMtNjM1Yy00YzNlLThhZTktMWNjYTc1ZTIxYjRiIiwiZXhwIjoiMTc4MTI4ODk2OSJ9.CkAKDGVudHJhX2NsYWltcxIwQ0xDYnNkRUdFQUFhRmxsZldqSlpjalYyWlZWNWRqRkVOV3hGYVd0aVFVRXFBQT09CjIKCmFjdG9yYXBwaWQSJDAwMDAwMDAzLTAwMDAtMDAwMC1jMDAwLTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMAoKCgRzbmlkEgI4ORILCPrZlPq7rqQ_EAUaDjIwLjE5MC4xNTQuMTYwKiwyUEN4SEJMcDY4OFRYaFFTU0d5TmNFU1A3RmhQeHpuT1RMZEx1Ym1rdDNJPTB1OAFCEKIc9A52IADQ2WtZjw-7allKEGhhc2hlZHByb29mdG9rZW56ATG6ARxhbGxzaXRlcy5yZWFkIGFsbHNpdGVzLndyaXRlyAEB.OSRTm0MqOWG7-8TefDDsKs2QES-aaxH7nmBgOZ_bgW4&nb=true


Teacher Planning:
 
The following slides provide directions and district picture 
prompts, but if writing from a shared class experience, 
provide your own pictures.  The writing sample should take 
less than 45 minutes.  

While the initial scoring happens after the 30-minute writing 
block, the writing prompt can be used for instructional 
purposes.  

In addition, the prompt can be repeated at the end of the 
year to show growth.  



Teacher Planning:
 
1. If using any electronic device, charge in advance.

2. Students will need writing materials.

3. Students who have IEP accommodations should be noted 
and utilized. 

4. If using a scribe, scribe should only write what students 
state without adult prompting



Teacher Planning:

Before Introducing the Topic:

ω /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ όŜΦƎΦΣ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
walk, field trip, murals, buddy activities, or district photo prompts).
ω ¢ŀƪŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ
ω LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ
ω tƭŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ
ω ¦ǎŜ ŀ {ŜƴǎƻǊȅ .ǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳΦ
ω wŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ /ƭŀǎǎ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ      

District Writing Sample Outline on Cowichan Learns.



Introducing the Process
 
1. Ϧ.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘΦ

2. Put your name and date on the top of your writing page.

3. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘŜǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
you as writers.  It will help me know what we need to 
work on as a class and how I can help each of you 
communicate your ideas and thoughts through writing."



òToday you will write about ______________ (topic). We are going to 
do some different activities to get ready to write.ó

Use a class discussion strategy for whole class brainstorming. (See the 

Writing Framework.)

òYou will have about 30 minutes to write about ______________ (topic). 
If you finish early, you may re -read your work. You may begin.ó

Provide a 5 -minute warning before the end so students can wrap up 
their ideas.
For second language learners, or immersion students, you may 
provide up to 60 minutes and/or spread the task over multiple days.

Introducing the Topic



Directions 
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ 
get our ideas ready before we write.  
Take about 5 minutes and draw a 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦέ  



Directions 
 
ά¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
neighbour or partner and talk about 
your pictures.  In a minute or so, I will 
remind you to switch so you both have 
ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦέ 



Directions 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ   LΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ 
ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜΦέ



Directions 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
to write our drafts.  If you finish early,  
reread your work and see what you can 
Řƻ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ    LΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŜŦǘΦέ



Directions 

Collect student work and score using 
Writing Sample Rubric, found on 
Cowichan Learns. 

School teams may choose to do 
group scoring. 








